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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1958 
on  the  health  of  Melksham  Urban  District. 

I  assumed  my  appointment  in  the  last  week  of  the  year  and 
wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  particularly  the 
Health  Committee  for  the  encouragement  given  me,  and  the 
officials  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

My  especial  thanks  go  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr. 
Acres,  and  to  my  Clerk,  Mrs.  Lewinski,  who  so  ably  maintained 
the  continuity  of  the  work  immediately  prior  to  my  arrival. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  SPELLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

P.  J.  SPELLER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

(commenced  appointment  24th  Dec.,  1958), 
who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Bradford  and 
Melksham  Rural  District.  (Dr.  Bruce  Killoh  resigned, 
15th  Sept.,  1958) 

Office:  1  King  Street,  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307 


Public  Health  Inspector  : 

W.  F.  ACRES,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Office:  1  King  Street,  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  1,042 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,300 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2,600 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £117,618 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £477 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  information 
received  from  the  Registrar  General: — 

Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

61 

52 

113 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Total  number  of  live  births 

64 

54 

118 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  (i.e. 

per  1,000  population)  . 

15.68 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 

... 

16.4 

Still  Births 

Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

- . 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

- - 

— • 

— 

Total  number  of  still  births 

— 

3 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  per  1,000  total  Live 


and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.79 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  21.6 

Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  ...  40  33  73 

Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.,  per  1,000  population)  ...  11.40 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.7 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

- - 

— 

- - 

Total  number  of  deaths 

3 

5 

8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

(included  above) 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total  number  of  deaths 

2 

2 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — Total  ...  67.79 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — Legitimate  70.8 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  22.5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  (1st 

four  weeks)  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.90 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  Live  Births  ...  4.23% 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 
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Causes  of  Deaths 


The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


Male 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  disease  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach) 

(lung  bronchus) 
(breast) 

(uterus) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ••• 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Plomicide  and  Operations  of  War 


2 


4 


6 

10 

7 

1 

2 

2 


2 


4 


Female  Total 


1 

2 


9 

3 

1 

5 

2 

3 


1 

5 

1 


2 

1 

6 


15 

13 

1 

12 

2 

1 

5 

2 


2 


1 

9 

1 


Totals  40  33  73 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  under¬ 
takes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
in  the  district. 

This  laboratory  with  its  skilled  staff,  provides  a  most  valuable 
service  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  drinking  water,  food 
and  milk  samples,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  their  willing  co-operation 
and  expert  advice  is  much  appreciated. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hospital  at 
Melksham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Semington.  Other 
general  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  with 
larger  ones  in  Bath  and  Bristol. 

Melksham  Hospital  with  its  very  pleasant  surroundings 
admits  a  wide  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  is  a  most 
efficient  and  well-run  unit  of  42  beds.  Melksham  is  indeed 
fortunate  in  having  so  excellent  and  so  modern  a  hospital  with 
such  exceptional  amenities  at  its  disposal. 

The  nearest  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  common  infectious 
disease  is  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  while  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  are  generally  treated  in  Bath  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  at  Bristol. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee: — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness:  care  and  after-care;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OI 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

3 

— • 

4 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

8 

9 

99 

17 

57 

1 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

— ■ 

2 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

Non-paralytic 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

213 

1 

232 

4 

19 

5 

Diphtheria 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— • 

1 

— • 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

Salmonellosis 

— • 

2 

1 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

— . 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

— > 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  infection 

— • 

— • 

— • 

1 

— • 

- — 

Tuberculosis 

2 

5 

7 

1 

4 

I 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Analysis  under  Age  Groups 

The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  age  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 

O 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute 

Age  Groups 

Fever 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Dysentery 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

3-4  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

5-9  years 

— 

— 

■ — • 

— • 

— 

2 

1 

— ■ 

— 

10-14  years 

— • 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

25  and  over 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Not  known 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— ■ 

Age  Groups 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

M.  F. 

Salmon¬ 

ellosis 

M.  F. 

Erysipelas 

M.  F. 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia 
M.  F. 

T  uber- 

culosis 

M.  F. 

Meningo¬ 

coccal 

I  nfection 
M.  F. 

Under  5  years 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

5-14  years 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

15-44  years 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— ■ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

45-64  years 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

65  and  over 
Not  known 

■ 

- 

■ 

_ — 

- - 

- - 

— 

- - 

— — . 

' 

1 '  • 

Total 

1 

— 

—  |  — 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

-  1  — 

One  pneumonia  case,  one  scarlet  fever  case,  one  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  case,  and  one  poliomyelitis  case  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 
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Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  within  the  District. 
This  was  a  paralytic  case  who  has  now  recovered. 


Tuberculosis 

Year 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


NEW  CASES 


No.  of  Cases 
2 
5 
7 
4 
3 
2 


Distribution  of  new  cases  according  to  age,  sex,  and  localisa¬ 
tion  of  disease,  is  as  follows: — 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Pulm 

M. 

onary 

F. 

Non-Pu 

M. 

Imonary 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— ■ 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— • 

— . 

— 

— 

6-15  years 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

16-25  years 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

26-35  years 

— • 

— • 

— • 

— • 

— ■ 

— • 

36-45  years 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

46-55  years 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— • 

— 

56-65  years 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unknown 

— 

— • 

— - 

— 

— • 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

- 

— ■ 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  2  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1958.  No  deaths  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  recorded. 


Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Cases  are  from  time  to  time  referred  by  the  Chest  Physician 
for  consideration  for  re-housing.  These  cases  are  classified  as 
follows: — 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re-housing 
is  considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desir¬ 
able  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be 
beneficial  but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  systematically 
throughout  the  district  by  General  Practitioners  and  County 
Medical  Officers,  in  homes  and  schools. 

Immunisation  Statistics,  1958 


Age  Group 

U  nder 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 
under  15 

Primary  imms. 
completed 
during  1958 

Dip. 

84 

11 

5 

7 

— • 

107 

Wh/c 

68 

10 

4 

2 

— • 

84 

Re-inf.  injs. 
administered 
during  1958 

Dip. 

— • 

6 

52 

122 

9 

189 

Wh/c 

— 

8 

52 

37 

— 

97 

Total  immunised 
child  population 
at  3 1st  Dec,  1958 

Pre 

1/1/54 

— 

— ■ 

— 

82 

508 

590 

Post 

1/1/54 

28 

86 

368 

665 

138 

1285 

107  primary  and  189  reinforcing  immunisations  against  diph¬ 
theria  were  undertaken,  compared  with  131  and  52  respectively 
in  1957. 

84  primary  and  97  reinforcing  immunisations  against  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  were  undertaken,  compared  with  108  and  13  respectively 
in  1957. 

The  total  immunised  child  population  is  1,285,  compared 
with  1,355  in  1957. 
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V  accination 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated)  during  1958: — 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Vaccinations 

72 

3 

4 

6 

7 

92 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

— 

i 

14 

15 

92  primary  vaccinations  were  undertaken  compared  with  97 
in  the  previous  year.  Re-vaccinations  fell  from  24  to  15. 

Vaccination  is  performed  under  the  National  Health  Service 
by  General  Practitioners.  Emergency  clinics  can  be  operated  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  county  Plealth  Clinics  at 
Salisbury  and  Swindon.  Vaccination  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Health  Authority. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47:  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons 

IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  obtain  compulsory  removal  of 
any  persons  against  their  will  from  their  homes. 

This  step  is  one  that  should  only  be  considered  after  all  the 
assistance  that  can  be  given  by  Home  Helps,  District  Nurses, 
National  Assistance  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.,  has  failed 
to  provide  the  care  and  attention  needed. 
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R  E  P  O  R  T 

of  the 

public:  health  inspector 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  Annual  Report  for 
this  area.  The  main  concentration  during  1958  was  on  furthering 
the  Slum  Clearance  programme  and  in  bringing  up  to  standard 
premises  licensed  under  the  Petroleum  Acts.  Whilst  this  has  been 
so,  other  aspects  of  Public  Health  have  not  been  neglected  and 
steady  progress  can  be  recorded. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Committee  for  their  support  and 
encouragement,  and  members  of  the  staff  for  their  excellent  co¬ 
operation.  In  particular,  Mrs.  Lewinski  has  proved  most  efficient 
and  helped  considerably  in  running  the  office  for  the  dual 
appointment  which  I  hold. 

W.  F.  ACRES, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

SUB-STANDARD  HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


Action  during  the  year:— 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  160 

Number  of  Houses  suitable  for  action  under  Section  9, 

Housing  Act,  1957  (repairs)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  under  Section  17, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  under  Section  17, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  under  Section  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Houses  deleted  from  the  Schedule  ...  ...  2 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
Council's  first  five  years  programme  commenced  in  1956  was  as 


follows: — 

dotal  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  ...  102 

Demolition  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  33 

Closing  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Action  suspended  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Repair  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deleted  from  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  78 
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The  programme  is  thus  ahead  of  schedule  now,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  complete  the  remaining  houses  during  1959. 

No  particular  difficulties  were  experienced.  The  Council  also 
gave  initial  consideration  to  the  area  Coburg  Square/King  Street 
where  many  properties  are  now  subject  to  Demolition  and  Closing 
Orders,  with  a  view  to  re-planning. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  59 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  15 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

(ii)  Verminous  Premises  and  other  Infestations 

No  premises  were  found  to  be  infested,  and  action  during  the 
year  was  only  in  a  few  cases  of  wasps  nests. 

(iii)  Caravans  and  Camping  Sites 

One  camping  site  only  is  licensed  by  the  Council  in  respect 
of  a  maximum  of  45  caravans.  These  are  mainly  residential.  The 
site  is  well  kept  and  the  only  improvement  found  necessary  during 
the  year  was  in  the  spacing  of  vehicles. 

(iv)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Unfortunately  no  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
provision  of  a  sewer  to  serve  the  southern  end  of  Semington  Road. 
Surcharging  of  the  main  sewer  in  Bath  Road  during  periods  of 
heavy  rain  and  flooding  caused  many  complaints  during  the  win¬ 
ter.  Undoubtedly,  much  surface  water  gains  access  to  the  soil 
sewers  giving  rise  to  the  unsatisfactory  situation  mentioned. 

(v)  Water  Supply 

Copies  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  have  been 
received  from  time  to  time  from  the  Statutory  Undertakers.  In¬ 
frequent  check  sampling  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Department 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Results  show  the  water  to  be  of 
excellent  quality  bacteriologically,  although  extremely  hard. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  part-time  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council,  and  all 
complaints  are  promptly  and  efficiently  dealt  with.  Some  50 
treatments  involving  198  visits  are  recorded. 

A  full  sewer  treatment  of  the  town  revealed  no  infestation 
at  all. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Reg¬ 


ulations: — 

Dealers'  Licences,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dealers’  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  5 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  3 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  3 


During  the  year,  regular  routine  sampling  of  milks  sold  in 


the  area  was  as 

follows: — 

Pasturised 

T.T. 

Raw  T.T. 

Totals 

No.  of  samples 

taken  23 

(. Pasteurised ) 
28 

8 

59 

Satisfactory 

...  23 

28 

8 

59 

Unsatisfactory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition,  three  samples  of  raw  milks  were  taken  for  bio¬ 
logical  examination.  All  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 


Further  attention  had  to  be  given  to  a  local  dairy  where 
analyses  of  bottle  rinsing  showed  the  bottle  washing  to  be  some¬ 
what  below  standard  at  times.  Nine  sets  of  bottle  rinses  were 
taken  and  advice  given  and  action  taken  with  the  dairyman 
concerned. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

No  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the  area  and  inspection  of 
meat  and  other  foodstuffs  is  normally  on  request  of  traders  and 
complaints  occasionally  from  members  of  the  public.  Some  70 
Condemnation  Certificates  were  issued  for  a  variety  of  tinned 
foods,  fish  and  carcase  meat  or  offals. 

Considerable  work  was  involved  on  two  occasions  when  a 
report  of  imported  apples  contaminated  with  traces  of  arsenic 
was  received.  All  fruiterers  were  immediately  visited,  but  no 
apples  of  the  brand  reported  were  discovered. 


ICE  CREAM 

Twenty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  analysis  with 
results  as  follows 

Grade  I  Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

22  — 

This  is  extremely  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


No  organised  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  have  as 
yet  been  possible,  but  some  30  visits  were  made  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Generally  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  was 
evident,  and  informal  action  resulted  in  minor  improvements  being 
made  where  necessary. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  remaining  sections  of  the 
1956  Act,  advice  and  information  was  given  to  all  factory  occu¬ 
piers.  No  formal  smoke  observations  were  found  necessary  as 
informal  action  in  some  cases  of  complaint  had  the  desired  effect. 
The  situation  generally  is  quite  good. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  licences  under  this  Act  were  issued  and  no  action 
necessary. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PADDLING  POOL 

Supervision  of  the  open  air  Paddling  Pool  is  constant,  and 
generally  revealed  a  satisfactory  degree  of  chlorination. 

Two  open  air  Swimming  Pools  will  be  operating  in  the  area 
during  1959  for  the  first  time  and  this  will  call  for  careful  super¬ 
vision  from  the  Public  liealth  angle. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Considerable  emphasis  was  given  to  this  work  during  1958. 
Whilst  the  administration  still  rests  with  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  the  Council  requested,  and  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire 
Brigade  agreed  to  act  as  the  Council's  Inspecting  Officers  under 
this  Act. 

For  the  following  notes  I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer 
of  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire  Brigade: — 

“  The  past  year  has  seen  very  considerable  progress  in  the 
matter  of  bringing  the  24  petrol  installations  in  the  district  into 
line  with  the  Council's  requirements. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  end  of  the  last  preceding  year, 
the  inspecting  officers  of  the  Wiltshire  Fire  Brigade  reported  that 
their  initial  inspections  had  revealed  a  great  many  deficiencies 
and  licensees  were  required  to  give  their  attention  to  various 
matters  affecting  their  installation. 
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At  the  end  of  this  first  year  of  liaison  with  the  Fire  Brigade  it 
is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  items  calling 
for  comment  by  the  inspecting  officers  are  of  a  relatively  minor 
nature.  In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  requirements  concerning 
the  testing  of  petrol  tanks  known  to  have  been  installed  for  more 
than  20  years,  thirteen  tanks  have  been  subjected  to  the  requisite 
pressure  test.  Of  these,  two  failed  (each  being  over  30  years  old) 
and  in  two  other  cases,  licensees  voluntarily  reported  leaking 
tanks.  These  failures  resulted  in  two  licences  being  revoked  and 
the  licensees  decided  against  renewing  the  tanks. 

Extensive  alterations  and  improvements  to  one  sub-standard 
installation  are  nearing  completion  and  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  other  retail  stations  and  a  large  industrial  installation  are  in  an 
advanced  stage. 

One  unlicensed  installation  which  was  discovered  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  has  now  been  licensed. ’’ 

The  Council  are  much  indebted  to  the  Fire  Brigade  Officers 
for  their  enthusiastic  and  helpful  manner  in  which  considerable 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  such  a  short  space  of  time.  The 
number  of  premises  licensed  is  now  24,  involving  a  total  gallonage 
of  petroleum  of  110,900. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

No  premises  exist  in  the  town  where  licences  are  necessary 
but  routine  visits  were  made  to  smaller  premises  where  swill  is 
collected  or  boiled.  No  action  was  necessary. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year,  but 
advice  was  given  to  landlords  and  tenants  on  request. 
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Total  ...  —  — 

Outworkers — Making  wearing  apparel  (13-14) 
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